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added a religious tone by reportedly shouting Iranian
leader Khomeini's name.

Approximately 85 percent of Kosovo's population
iz Muslim, though most have a ~ultniral rather than re-
ligious affinity with the Muslim community. The youth,
the core of the demonstrators, are less attracted than
their elders to the religious aspects of their Muslim
heritage, but their appeal to religion may presage new
efforts to find broadly unifying themes among all Al-
panians. The introduction of pro-Khoneini chants, more-=
over, is likely to reinforce Yugoslav fears thal Albanian
Muslims--and perhaps their colleagues in Bosnia-Hercego-
- vina--may seek external support from the international -
Muslim community in their struggle for more autonomy
from Belgrade.

Belgrade must be distressed that such well-organized
and apparently coordinated demonstrations by Albanian
nationalists occurred at all. Last week's display of
widespread discontent is indicative of Belgrade's failure
to silence the most outspoken Albanian nationalist groups
in the province and to convince Yugoslav Albanians in
general that demands for republic status threaten Yugo-
slav unity and their own best interests.

The authorities, who claimed to have been surprised
by the outbreak of violence last year, are no doubt em-
barrassed by the security forces' inability to head off
the demonstrations. Unless Yugoslav leaucrs make some
effort to solve the Kosovo problem in the next few months,
they will be vulnerable to attacks from all sides at the
upcoming party congress. The hardliners will point to
the regime's impotence and urge increased repression while
moderates will try to block a more draconian policy and
open the way for a political solution.
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